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1.  D
o
n
't O

ve
r-fill a

n
d
 S

p
ill!

P
O

LLU
T
IO

N
■

R
efuel on land to reduce and chances of spilling 

oil or gas into the w
ater. 

■
S

low
 dow

n w
hen filling the tank, don't over-fill, 

catch any accidental spills w
ith an absorbent 

pad, and dispose of it properly. 
■

C
heck and clean your engine w

ell aw
ay from

 
shorelines. 

W
ater 

and 
oil 

don't 
m

ix 
and 

can 
harm

 the w
ater's delicate m

icroorganism
s as 

w
ell 

as 
the 

anim
als 

that 
feed 

on 
them

, 
potentially upsetting the entire food chain. 
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o
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e
v
 it U

p
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T
U

R
B

ID
IT

Y
■

In shallow
 w

aters, boats m
ay stir up the bottom

, 
suspending 

sedim
ents, 

w
hich 

lim
it 

light 
penetration and deplete oxygen. This can affect 
fish and bird feeding. To avoid this effect, ride in 
m

ain channels, and lim
it riding in shallow

 w
ater. 

■
W

hen it is necessary to ride in shallow
 w

ater 
keep w

atercraft at an idle speed. 
■

In coastal areas be aw
are of low

 tide, the w
aters 

m
ay 

be 
substantially 

m
ore 

shallow
 

at 
these 

tim
es 

revealing 
sea 

grass 
beds 

and 
other 

delicate vegetation. D
isturbance of these areas 

can 
cause 

erosion 
as 

w
ell 

as 
long-lasting 

dam
age to vegetation. 

V
E
G

E
TA

T
IO

N
■

Vegetation 
such 

as 
sea 

grasses 
are 

delicate 
nursery grounds w

here m
any of the fish in our 

w
aters originate.

■
W

eeds, grasses and other plant life are not good 
for your PW

C
. Ingestion of these into your craft 

m
ay 

cause 
engine 

or 
pum

p 
problem

s, 
and 

reduce perform
ance. S

tay aw
ay! 

■
W

hen possible, operate w
ell aw

ay from
 shore 

because, typically, w
ildlife inhabit the vegetation 

along the shore's edge. The least am
ount of 

disturbance is in the m
arked channels or the 

deeper areas of a lake or river. If at all possible, 
stay in the m

ain channels. 
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■
B

e 
aw

are 
that 

the 
noise 

and 
m

ovem
ents 

of 
boats m

ay disturb bird populations. S
teer clear 

of posted bird nesting areas. 
■

M
any m

igratory birds are easily stressed and 
especially 

vulnerable 
during 

their 
m

igration 
period. 

B
irds 

w
ill 

typically 
fly 

aw
ay 

from
 

disturbing 
noises 

and 
any 

unnecessary 
expenditure of energy can harm

 a feeding or 
resting bird. 

■
B

ird rookeries are especially vulnerable to noise 
from

 
boats, 

including 
personal 

w
atercraft. 

N
esting birds m

ay fly from
 the nest exposing 

unprotected eggs and hatchlings to the sun's 
heat or predators. 

H
A

R
A

S
S
M

E
N

T
■

D
o not harass w

ildlife by chasing or interrupting 
feeding, 

nesting, 
or 

resting. 
H

arassm
ent 

is 
defined as any action that m

ay cause an anim
al 

to deviate from
 its norm

al behavior. It is illegal 
and can unduly stress w

ildlife. 
■

M
am

m
als 

such 
as 

sea 
otters, 

sea 
lions, 

m
anatees, and w

hales can be injured from
 direct 

im
pact by boats traveling at high speeds. R

ide at 
controlled speed so you can see any anim

als 
ahead 

of 
you. 

Avoid 
areas 

of 
high 

anim
al 

population. If you hit an anim
al report it to your 

local 
w

ildlife 
com

m
ission. 

There 
m

ay 
be 

a 
chance to save its life. 
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■

E
xcessive 

boat 
w

akes 
m

ay 
contribute 

to 
shoreline erosion, especially in narrow

 stream
s 

and inlets. 
■

Erosion is a concern for all shorelines including 
rivers, lakes, and oceans. The slow

 destruction 
of shorelines affects the habitats of plants and 
anim

als. N
ear the shore avoid high speeds that 

create 
w

akes, 
and 

observe 
posted 

no 
w

ake 
zones. 

5
.  W

a
sh

 Yo
u
r W

a
te

rcra
ft

E
X
O

T
IC

S
■

W
ash your boat off after you use it to prevent the 

spread of exotic plants to other lakes and rivers. 
■

Exotics are plants and anim
als that are non-

native to a specific area. Exotics have no natural 
enem

ies and spread easily, taking over an area 
to 

the 
exclusion 

of 
native 

species, 
thus 

decreasing im
portant plant and anim

al diversity. 
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■
W

hen docking or beaching, look for evidence of 
turtles, 

birds, 
alligators, 

and 
other 

anim
als 

along shore. 
■

Avoid docking or beaching w
here plants such as 

reeds, 
grasses, 

and 
m

angroves 
are 

located. 
These plants are essential to the ecosystem

 
because 

they 
control 

erosion 
and 

provide 
a 

nursery ground for sm
all anim

als vital to the 
food chain, such as crustaceans, m

ollusks, and 
sm

all fish.
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